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repeated; they contented themselves with giving the
victims a public funeral and hoped that nothing of the
kind would occur again.

Yet signs of a like kind were not lacking elsewhere in
Germany. Everywhere there were disturbances, and
on December 7th, the day after the affair at Berlin, a
much more extraordinary affair took place at Munich*
In the night of the jih an armed band of 300 or 400
persons forced their way into the house of the Minister
for the Interior of the Bavarian Government, Auer,*
and, with pistols literally held at his head, made him
sign a resignation from office. This was much less
obviously accidental and more sinister than what
had happened at Berlin. Yet this isolated attempt was
not followed up, and next day the Eisner Government
simply declared the resignation null and void.

Next follows the confused outburst of December
23rd and ^4th at Berlin. It is impossible to get even
approximately to the bottom of this episode. The estab-
lished facts are that the Commandant of the city of
Berlin, Wels, was taken prisoner by some marine regi-
ments, and in imminent danger of his life ; further, that
someone, whether General Lequis on his own responsi-
bility, or by order of the Government, gave the order
to open fire on the Royal stables, which the unruly sailors
were holding, after only a ten minutes* ultimatum * This

* This is that same Auer whom the Entente Governments demanded
in February, 1920, as a " war criminal" ; as a subordinate officer at
the front he had obeyed orders to dismantle some machinery.